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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

I. Course Synopsis  
In this course, “students begin with an examination of the relationship between the 
individual and society, reflect on the way humans divide themselves into ‘in’ groups and 
‘out’ groups, and dive deep into a variety of case studies where this has occurred.” 
Students come to understand the human suffering of Genocides and Human Rights 
violations throughout history and around the world and examine the range of responses 
from individuals and nations to genocidal mass murder and other atrocities.   
 
Students will draw connections “between this history and the present day, weighing 
questions like how to achieve justice and reconciliation in the aftermath of atrocities, 
how painful histories should be remembered, and how this history educates us about 
our responsibilities in the world today.”  Finally, the course culminates in a project 
through which students address a single, significant human rights issue and develop an 
action plan to address it.  
 
II. Philosophy and Rationale 
In a global society, individuals from across nations, with differing values and social 
constructs, should be able to engage with one another in a context that is equitable and 
inclusive.  However, history has demonstrated that this is not often the case, and as a 
result, the choices made by individuals, their governments, their religious leaders and 
their neighbors often run counter to this belief.   
 
Genocide and Human Rights violations manifest because of these divisions and are an 
ongoing problem facing the global society. We now understand events like the 
genocides in Armenia, Bosnia, Cambodia and Rwanda, as well as the Holocaust, in the 
context of divisive human behavior.  Other human rights violations taking place in 
countries like Afghanistan, Iran and Darfur, expand our understanding of the use of 
characterizations of race, gender and sexuality to exclude or annihilate whole groups. 
 
Helping students “make connections between history and the consequences of our 
actions and beliefs today—between history and how we as individuals make distinctions 
between right and wrong, good and evil” is an integral part of this course. This crucial 
sensitization can help students develop the patience and commitment that is required 
for meaningful change.  
 
As one Facing History student wrote: ‘The more we learn about why and how people 
behave the way they do, the more likely we are to become involved and find our own 
solutions.’” In this vein, the course hopes to enable students to see themselves as 
global citizens and as change agents working towards a better world. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

River Dell Regional School District 
Global Citizenship and Human Rights Curriculum 4 
Approved October 2018 
 

III.  Scope & Sequence  
 

● Unit 1: Individual and Society (2-3 weeks) 
o Essential Question: What is the relationship between the individual and 

society, and how does this relationship affect the choices we make? 
o Major Concepts: In this unit, students explore the relationship between the 

individual and society, and how that relationship affects the choices we 
make.  Who am I? Who are you? Who are we? How we answer these 
questions shapes how we think about, and how we behave toward, 
ourselves and others. And our answers to those questions are influenced 
by the society we live in. 

 
● Unit 2: We and They (2-3 weeks) 

o Essential Question: Why do people separate themselves into groups, and 
what are the consequences of this? 

o Major Concepts: In this unit, students examine the ways that humans so 
often create “in” groups and “out” groups and the consequences of 
creating those groups. Who are “we”? Who are “they”? The answers to 
these questions can have profound consequences, because they define 
who belongs and who does not.   

 
● Unit 3: History (10-12 weeks) 

o Essential Question: What was the Holocaust? How does this event serve 
as a model for the mechanisms that divide people and annihilate whole 
groups? 

o Major Concepts: In this unit, students dive deeply into a historical case 
study about the Holocaust, practicing historical thinking skills while finding 
links to the universal themes of human behavior they examined in the 
previous stages of the journey. The unit will begin with World War I and its 
aftermath in Europe, trace the rise and eventual demise of democracy in 
Germany, explore the rise of the Nazi Germany, and follow the steps that 
led to a second World War and the mass murder of six million Jews and 
millions of other victims. 

 
● Unit 4: Judgment, Memory, and Legacy (3-5 weeks) 

o Essential Question: What happens after genocide, mass murder, or other 
terrible and divisive historical events, and how can we prevent these 
events from occurring again? 

o Major Concepts: This unit examines what happens after genocide, mass 
murder, or other terrible and divisive historical events. During this unit, 
students examine complicated questions: Who is responsible, and how 
can they be held accountable? Is justice possible? Can a society torn 
apart by war and genocide find healing and reconciliation? But the 
questions extend beyond the immediate aftermath of mass violence and 
reach into our lives today: What have we learned from this history? How 
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should it be remembered? Can we prevent genocide, mass murder, and 
other atrocities from occurring again? 

 
● Unit 5: Contemporary Human Rights Issues (8-10 weeks) 

o Essential Question: What human rights violations are happening in the 
world today? 

o Major Concepts: In this unit, students will explore relevant domestic and 
global issues from a human rights perspective.  

 
● Unit 6: Choosing to Participate (5-7 weeks) 

o Essential Question: How can I make a positive change in the world? 
o Major Concepts: After studying the history of the Holocaust, people often 

wonder how they can help bring about a more humane, just, 
compassionate world and a more democratic society. This unit provides 
examples of individuals and groups who have chosen to speak out or take 
action to help achieve these goals. These stories encourage us to think 
about the ways we can participate as caring, thoughtful citizens in the 
world around us. As a culminating project, students will plan to take action 
on a contemporary human rights issue, using their knowledge and skills 
for taking responsibility and action.   
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT ONE:  INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY 

 

STATE STANDARDS  

6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the 
violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides.  
6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, 
rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust.  
6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of 
international organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and 
describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.  
6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of 
Armenians, Roma (gypsies), and Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of 
Ukrainians and Chinese.  
6.2.12.A.4.d Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and 
genocide.  
6.2.12.D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, 
bystanders, and rescuers during events of persecution or genocide, and describe the 
long-term consequences of genocide for all involved.  
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
W9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to take, purpose and audience.  
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research questions; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citations.  
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on one, in groups and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphic, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest.  
Standard 8.1 All students will use computer applications to gather and organize 
information and to solve problems.  
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Standard 8.2 All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, and the designed, and the designed 
world as they relate to the individual, society, and the environment.  
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

Our identities influence our choices and the choices available to us. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  

People face dilemmas as they establish themselves both as individuals and as 
members of a group, and as they define themselves and are defined by others. 
   

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Document analysis 

 Multiple Choice/Short Answer Quizzes 

 Essay Tests 

 Debates/speeches 

 Projects 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 What is the relationship between the individual and society? 

 What factors shape our identities? What parts of our identities do we choose for 
ourselves? What parts are determined for us by others, by society, or by chance? 

 What dilemmas arise when others view us differently than we view ourselves? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to… 

 recognize the relationship between the individual and society. 

 identify social and cultural factors that help shape their identities. 

 identify the dilemmas that arise when others view us differently than we view 
ourselves. 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 Through a variety of exercises, demonstrations, readings, and video 
presentations, students will answer the essential questions. 

 The following will serve as the primary resources for this unit. Included are lesson 
plans and resources.  

o Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-
human-behavior 

o Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-

contents 
 

 

https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT TWO:  WE AND THEY 

 

STATE STANDARDS 
6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the 
violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides.  
6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, 
rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust.  
6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of 
international organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and 
describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.  
6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of 
Armenians, Roma (gypsies), and Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of 
Ukrainians and Chinese.  
6.2.12.A.4.d Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and 
genocide.  
6.2.12.D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, 
bystanders, and rescuers during events of persecution or genocide, and describe the 
long-term consequences of genocide for all involved.  
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
W9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to take, purpose and audience.  
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research questions; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citations.  
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on one, in groups and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphic, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest.  
Standard 8.1 All students will use computer applications to gather and organize 
information and to solve problems.  
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Standard 8.2 All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, and the designed, and the designed 
world as they relate to the individual, society, and the environment. 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
How we define “we” and “they” can have profound consequences. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

Ideas about human similarities and differences—such as race, religion, and nation—
have greatly influenced the way many societies have defined their membership in the 
past several centuries. 
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Document analysis 

 Multiple Choice/Short Answer Quizzes 

 Essay Tests 

 Debates/speeches 

 Projects 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 Why do humans separate themselves into groups?  

 When is this behavior harmless, and when does it become a problem? 

 How have societies distinguished between who can be a member and who 
must remain an outsider, and why have those distinctions mattered? 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to… 

 recognize that it is a natural and common human behavior to group the people 
and things we encounter in the world into categories, but that sometimes these 
categories become “single stories” that give us incomplete and simplistic 
understandings of the identities of others. 

 construct a “working definition” of stereotype and recognize how stereotypes can 
lead to prejudice and discrimination. 

 apply a new concept of human behavior—universe of obligation—to analyze how 
individuals and societies determine who is deserving of respect and whose rights 
are worthy of protection. 

 recognize that a society’s universe of obligation often changes, expanding or 
shrinking depending on circumstances such as peace and prosperity or war and 
economic depression. 

 define and analyze the socially constructed meaning of race, examining how that 
concept has been used to justify exclusion, inequality, and violence throughout 
history. 
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SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 Through a variety of exercises, demonstrations, readings, and video 
presentations, students will answer the essential questions. 

 The following will serve as the primary resources for this unit. Included are lesson 
plans and resources.  

o Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-
human-behavior 

o Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-

contents 
 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT THREE:  HISTORY 

 

STATE STANDARDS   

6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the 
violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides.  
6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, 
rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust.  
6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of 
international organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and 
describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.  
6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of 
Armenians, Roma (gypsies), and Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of 
Ukrainians and Chinese.  
6.2.12.A.4.d Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and 
genocide.  
6.2.12.D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, 
bystanders, and rescuers during events of persecution or genocide, and describe the 
long-term consequences of genocide for all involved.  
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
W9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to take, purpose and audience.  
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research questions; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citations.  
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on one, in groups and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphic, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest.  
Standard 8.1: All students will use computer applications to gather and organize 
information and to solve problems.  
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Standard 8.2: All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, and the designed, and the designed 
world as they relate to the individual, society, and the environment.  
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

The idea of democracy and what is essential to support and sustain it is complicated. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

The Holocaust was not an accident; it occurred because individuals, organizations, 
and governments made choices that not only legalized discrimination but also 
allowed and promoted prejudice, hatred, and ultimately mass murder to occur. 
Silence and indifference to the suffering of others, or to infringement of human rights in 
any society, can—however unintentionally—perpetuate the problem. 
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Document analysis 

 Multiple Choice/Short Answer Quizzes 

 Essay Tests 

 Debates/speeches 

 Unit specific Projects 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 How did World War I change the balance of power in Europe? How did it affect 
people's attitudes toward other nations as well as their own? How did it affect 
people's attitudes toward war? 

 How did World War I affect the way that people perceived the value of human life? 

 What happens to the way a society defines “we” and “they” in the midst of the 
chaos and violence caused by war? 

 How do fears, both real and imagined, shape the way we as individuals and as 
citizens define our nation’s universe of obligation? 

 How can we as citizens build and maintain a democracy that protects the nation 
as a whole without undermining individual rights?  

 How could a society that is politically and culturally liberal and progressive fall 
victim to a government that espouses intolerance, discrimination, and hatred? 

 What made it possible for the Nazis to transform Germany into a dictatorship 
during their first years in power? 

 What choices do individuals have in the face of an emerging dictatorship? What 
can they do to nurture democracy and help it survive? 

 What roles do institutions—such as the media, law enforcement, schools, 
churches, and industry—play in sustaining democracy or enabling its destruction? 

 In what ways did the Nazis use laws to create “in” groups and “out” groups in 
German society? How did they also appeal to people’s hearts and minds? 

 What were some of the reasons that the Nazis’ idea of a “national community” 
appealed to many Germans? Why did it appeal to particular groups, like young 
people?  
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 What did it mean to be an outsider or even a dissenter in an otherwise “racially 
pure and harmonious national community”? What did it mean to be an insider? 

 What choices were available to world leaders in response to Nazi Germany’s 
aggression toward other countries and toward groups of people in the late 
1930s? What factors influenced the choices these leaders made? Could the Nazi 
march toward European war have been stopped? 

 What choices were possible for individuals in response to Nazi Germany’s 
aggression? In what ways could individuals influence the actions of 
governments? In what ways could they make a difference on their own? 

 What are the consequences when a nation removes a group of people from its 
universe of obligation?  

 At what point does a nation have a right or even a duty to intervene in the affairs 
of other nations? 

 How did the Nazis’ beliefs about “race and space” influence Germany’s violent 
aggression toward other nations, groups, and individuals in the first years of 
World War II? Who benefited from this aggression? Who suffered because of it? 

 What influenced many Germans to continue supporting the Nazi government 
even as their nation started a new war and began murdering portions of both the 
German population and the populations of other countries? 

 How did the war change the opportunities for dissent or resistance against the 
Nazi regime? What were the consequences of protest? 

 What is the Holocaust? How did the earlier choices of individuals, groups, and 
entire nations help to make it possible?  

 What choices did individuals and nations make during the Holocaust? What 
factors shaped their universes of obligation? 

 What can we learn about human behavior from confronting this history? What 
can we learn about ourselves? What new questions does this history raise for us 
in the twenty-first century? 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to… 

 explain how the brutal realities of World War I conflicted with the expectations of 
quick victory shared by many nations. 

 explain why the Treaty of Versailles shocked and upset many Germans. 

 examine how choices made by individuals and groups contributed to the rise of 
the Nazi Party in the 1920s and 1930s. 

 recognize that Jewish life in the 1920s was characterized by great variety in 
religious practice, culture, national affiliation, occupation, wealth, and status. 

 describe the transformation of Germany into a dictatorship in 1933–1934 and 
draw conclusions, based on this history, about the values and institutions that 
might serve as a bulwark against dictatorship and make democracy possible. 

 recognize that while Germans went along with the Nazi regime for a variety of 
often complex reasons, dissent was possible in 1933 and 1934, though the 
consequences left some marginalized or unemployed and others imprisoned or 
even dead. 
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 examine how the Nazis sought to create a racially pure “national community,” 
one that stripped Jews of their citizenship rights and narrowed Germany’s 
universe of obligation. 

 analyze several examples of Nazi propaganda to determine how it communicates 
powerful messages about who should be included in and who should be 
excluded from German society. 

 recognize that the effects of propaganda are more complex than simple 
brainwashing, and that Hitler succeeded because many German people shared 
some of the beliefs that were transmitted through Nazi propaganda. 

 explain the range of Nazi methods of mass murder, including the establishment 
of Jewish ghettos, mobile killing units, concentration camps, and killing centers. 

 analyze, discuss, and explain the range of choices available to individuals, 
groups, and nations during the Holocaust and explore the possible motivations 
and reasons for decision making in this time of crisis. 

 recognize that the range of choices available in the 1940s was not as wide as the 
range available in the decades before the outbreak of war, but that despite these 
constraints, many upstanders and rescuers still chose to take action and help 
people targeted by the Nazis. 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 Through a variety of exercises, demonstrations, readings, and video 
presentations, students will answer the essential questions. 

 The following will serve as the primary resources for this unit. Included are lesson 
plans and resources.  

o Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-
human-behavior 

o Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-
contents 

 
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT FOUR:  JUDGEMENT, MEMORY, AND LEGACY 

 

STATE STANDARDS   

6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the 
violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides.  
6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, 
rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust.  
6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of 
international organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and 
describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.  
6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of 
Armenians, Roma (gypsies), and Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of 
Ukrainians and Chinese.  
6.2.12.A.4.d Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and 
genocide.  
6.2.12.D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, 
bystanders, and rescuers during events of persecution or genocide, and describe the 
long-term consequences of genocide for all involved.  
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
W9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to take, purpose and audience.  
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering 
the research questions; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citations.  
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on one, in groups and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphic, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest.  
Standard 8.1: All students will use computer applications to gather and organize 
information and to solve problems.  
Standard 8.2: All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, and the designed, and the designed 
world as they relate to the individual, society, and the environment.  
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BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 

It is important to remember our history and acknowledge how it influences our lives 
today. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

Analyzing themes of memory and denial, mechanisms of justice and redress, including 
the evolving international law of genocide and strategies of prevention and intervention 
are essential to gain as complete a picture of a study of genocide as possible. 
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Document analysis 

 Multiple Choice/Short Answer Quizzes 

 Essay Tests 

 Debates/speeches 

 Projects 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 What is justice? Can justice be achieved after a genocidal event? How can we 
know whether or not justice has been achieved? 

 What role, if any, do vengeance and forgiveness play in seeking justice after mass 
atrocities?   

 What is the purpose of a trial? What role might a trial play in achieving justice after 
war and genocide? 

 Are there standards of right and wrong that are more important than the laws of 
any country? 

 What can individuals or nations do to repair, rebuild, and restore their societies 
after war, genocide, and mass violence? 

 How should we remember these events?  

 How does the past influence us as individuals and as members of society? Does 
the past influence us differently depending on our individual identities?  

 Why is it important to remember the past? What are the consequences of not 
remembering?  

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to… 

 recognize some universal dilemmas of justice and judgment faced by societies in 
the aftermath of mass violence and genocide. 

 connect universal dilemmas of justice and judgment to the challenges that 
survivors face when deciding how to hold perpetrators accountable for the crimes 
committed. 

 analyze several examples of memorials to see how the communities and 
individuals that designed them sought to shape future generations’ 
understanding of this history. 



  

 

River Dell Regional School District 
Global Citizenship and Human Rights Curriculum 17 
Approved October 2018 
 

 become familiar with the many choices artists and communities make in their 
commemorations about what aspects of a particular history are worth 
remembering and what parts are intentionally left out. 

 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 Through a variety of exercises, demonstrations, readings, and video 
presentations, students will answer the essential questions. 

 The following will serve as the primary resources for this unit. Included are lesson 
plans and resources.  

o Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-
human-behavior 

o Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-
contents 

 
  

https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT FIVE:  CONTEMPORARY HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 

 

STATE STANDARDS   

6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the 
violation of human rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides.  
6.1.12.D.11.e Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of 
international organizations (i.e., the United Nations) to protect human rights, and 
describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.  
6.1.12.A.14.c Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent legislation in addressing the 
health, welfare, and citizenship status of individuals and groups. 
6.1.12.D.14.d Evaluate the extent to which women, minorities, individuals with gender 
preferences, and individuals with disabilities have met their goals of equality in the 
workplace, politics, and society. 
6.1.12.D.15.a Compare United Nations policies and goals (i.e., the International 
Declaration of Human Rights and the United Nations Millennium Development Goals) 
intended to promote human rights and prevent the violation of human rights with actions 
taken by the United States. 
6.1.12.D.15.d Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had 
on individuals and government policies, and assess the effectiveness of actions taken 
by the United States and other nations to prevent terrorism. 
6.1.12.A.16.a Examine the impact of media and technology on political and social 
issues in a global society. 
6.2.12.A.4.c Analyze the motivations, causes, and consequences of the genocides of 
Armenians, Roma (gypsies), and Jews, as well as the mass exterminations of 
Ukrainians and Chinese.  
6.2.12.A.4.d Assess government responses to incidents of ethnic cleansing and 
genocide.  
6.2.12.A.6.b Analyze the relationships and tensions between national sovereignty and 
global interest in matters such as territory, economic development, use of natural 
resources, and human rights. 
6.2.12.A.6.c Analyze why terrorist movements have proliferated, and evaluate their 
impact on governments, individuals, and societies. 
6.2.12.A.6.d Assess the effectiveness of responses by governments and international 
organizations to tensions resulting from ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist 
differences. 
6.2.12.D.4.i Compare and contrast the actions of individuals as perpetrators, 
bystanders, and rescuers during events of persecution or genocide, and describe the 
long-term consequences of genocide for all involved.  
6.3.12.A.2 Compare current case studies involving slavery, child labor, or other unfair 
labor practices in the United States with those of other nations, and evaluate the extent 
to which such problems are universal. 
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
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W9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to take, purpose and audience.  
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research questions; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citations.  
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on one, in groups and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphic, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest.  
Standard 8.1: All students will use computer applications to gather and organize 
information and to solve problems.  
Standard 8.2: All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, and the designed, and the designed 
world as they relate to the individual, society, and the environment.  
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS  

Some things never change. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

Various types of human rights violations exist in our world today, despite laws and 
regulations designed to improve the lives of people throughout the world. As a result, 
global citizens have a collective responsibility to better understand the world outside 
their own borders.  They also have a responsibility to respond to these human rights 
challenges across societies. 

 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Document analysis 

 Multiple Choice/Short Answer Quizzes 

 Essay Tests 

 Debates/speeches 

 Projects 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 What human rights violations are happening in the world today? 

 What responsibilities do governments have to uphold human rights? 
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 What is the proper balance between respect for state sovereignty and respect for 
human rights? 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to… 

 identify various examples of human rights violations happening around the world 
today. 

 consider the responsibilities that governments have to uphold human rights. 

 consider issues related to balancing state sovereignty and respect for human rights. 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

Through a variety of exercises, demonstrations, readings, and video presentations, 
students will explore several of the following examples of contemporary human rights 
issues. Choices will be informed by not only teacher and student interest, but also by 
current events. Included below are links to resources—films, books, etc.—about the 
topics. 

 Historical examples: 
o Armenia 
o Holocaust 
o Cambodia (First They Killed My Father) 
o Rwanda (Hotel Rwanda) 
o Bosnia (In the Land of Blood and Honey) 
o Darfur (Vice: Inside Darfur) 
o Indonesia (The Act of Killing) 

 

 Domestic examples (link: World Report 2017: United States): 
o Death penalty 
o Harsh sentencing/mass incarceration (Prison State; 13th; book: The New 

Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness) 
o Policing (Policing the Police; Whose Streets?; Do Not Resist; A 

Conversation with My Black Son) 
o Youth in the criminal justice system (Second Chance Kids; Stickup Kid; 15 

to Life: Kenneth's Story) 
o Prison and jail conditions (Riker’s: An American Jail; Time: The Kalief 

Browder Story; Last Days of Solitary; Solitary Nation; Our Voices Are 
Rarely Heard) 

o Voter disenfranchisement 
o Drug policy (Chasing Heroin) 
o Gun violence 
o Rights of non-citizens 
o Labor rights (Trafficked in America; Made in L.A.) 
o Right to health 
o Sexual assault in the military 
o Sexual orientation and gender identity (Vice: Living Through Gay 

Conversion) Therapy; Growing Up Trans) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uS3Vp_quGCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQP0TJkH9es
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdZY2B30-Bs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W66ovZe1-TM
http://www.pbs.org/pov/theactofkilling/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/prison-state/
http://www.avaduvernay.com/13th/
http://newjimcrow.com/
http://newjimcrow.com/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/policing-the-police/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/whosestreets/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/donotresist/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/myblackson/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/myblackson/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/second-chance-kids/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/stickup-kid/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/15tolife/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/15tolife/
http://rikersfilm.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/29/arts/television/review-time-kalief-browder-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/29/arts/television/review-time-kalief-browder-story.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/last-days-of-solitary/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/solitary-nation/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/ourvoicesarerarelyheard/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/ourvoicesarerarelyheard/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/chasing-heroin/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/trafficked-in-america/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/madeinla/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD4sWQG2DnQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD4sWQG2DnQ
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/growing-up-trans/
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o Violence against women (Rape on the Night Shift; A Death in St. 
Augustine; Rape in the Fields) 

o National security (United States of Secrets) 
o Poverty (Poor Kids; Poverty, Politics, and Profit; Omarina's Story; 

Separate and Unequal; Two American Families; Hotel 22) 
 

 Global examples (the Human Rights Watch website can be searched by topic or 
country). Topics include: 

o Children's Rights 
 Attacks on Education 
 Child Labor (Vice: Conflict Minerals, Rebels, and Child Soldiers in 

Congo) 
 Child Soldiers (Children of Isis) 
 Education (What Tomorrow Brings) 
 Orphans and Abandoned Children 

o Refugees and Migrants (Exodus; Exodus: The Journey Continues, 
Children of Syria; From Damascus to Chicago; Separated: Children at the 
Border) 

o Disability Rights 
o Environment  
o Free Speech (Ai Weiwei: The Fake Case) 

 Internet Freedom 
 Press Freedom 
 Religious Freedom 

o Health 
 Disasters and Displaced Populations 
 Disease (Outbreak, Ebola Outbreak; TB Silent Killer) 
 Environment and Health 
 HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis 
 Health Care Access 
 Sexual and Reproductive Health 

o Human Trafficking (The Storm Makers) 
o LGBT Rights 
o Terrorism / Counterterrorism (Terror in Europe) 

 CIA Activities (Secrets, Politics, and Torture) 
 Detention without Trial 
 Guantanamo (Out of Gitmo; Forever Prison) 

o Torture 
o Women's Rights  

 Child Marriage 
 Gender Equality (It's a Girl) 
 Labor Rights  
 Reproductive Rights and Abortion 
 Sexual Violence and Rape (Outlawed in Pakistan) 
 Women’s Health and FGM (The Cut: Exploring FGM)  

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/rape-on-the-night-shift/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/death-in-st-augustine/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/death-in-st-augustine/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/rape-in-the-fields/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/united-states-of-secrets/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/poor-kids/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/poverty-politics-and-profit/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/omarinas-story/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/separate-and-unequal/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/two-american-families/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/hotel22/
https://www.hrw.org/topics
https://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights
https://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/attacks-education
https://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/child-labor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYqrflGpTRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYqrflGpTRE
https://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/child-soldiers
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/children-of-isis/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/education
http://www.pbs.org/pov/whattomorrowbrings/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/orphans-and-abandoned-children
https://www.hrw.org/topic/childrens-rights/refugees-and-migrants
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/exodus/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/exodus-the-journey-continues/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/children-of-syria/
http://www.pbs.org/pov/fromdamascustochicago/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/separated-children-at-the-border/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/separated-children-at-the-border/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/disability-rights
https://www.hrw.org/topic/environment
https://www.hrw.org/topic/free-speech
http://www.pbs.org/pov/aiweiwei/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/free-speech/internet-freedom
https://www.hrw.org/topic/free-speech/press-freedom
https://www.hrw.org/topic/free-speech/religious-freedom
https://www.hrw.org/topic/health
https://www.hrw.org/topic/health/disasters-and-displaced-populations
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/outbreak/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/ebola-outbreak/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/tb-silent-killer/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/health/environment-and-health
https://www.hrw.org/topic/health/hiv/aids-and-tuberculosis
https://www.hrw.org/topic/health/health-care-access
https://www.hrw.org/topic/health/sexual-and-reproductive-health
http://www.pbs.org/pov/thestormmakers/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/lgbt-rights
https://www.hrw.org/topic/terrorism-counterterrorism
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/terror-in-europe/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/terrorism/counterterrorism/cia-activities
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/secrets-politics-and-torture/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/terrorism-counterterrorism/detention-without-trial
https://www.hrw.org/topic/terrorism-counterterrorism/guantanamo
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/out-of-gitmo/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/forever-prison/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/torture
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights/child-marriage
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights/gender-equality
http://www.itsagirlmovie.com/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights/labor-rights-garment-industry
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights/reproductive-rights-and-abortion
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights/sexual-violence-and-rape
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/outlawed-in-pakistan/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/womens-rights/womens-health-and-fgm
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeracorrespondent/2017/10/cut-exploring-fgm-171002112108882.html
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS CURRICULUM 
UNIT SIX:  CHOOSING TO PARTICIPATE 

 

STATE STANDARDS   

6.3.12.A.1 Develop a plan for public accountability and transparency in government 
related to a particular issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate government officials. 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting 
national security and/or individual civil rights/privacy 
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
W9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to take, purpose and audience.  
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research questions; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citations.  
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one 
on one, in groups and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g. textual, graphic, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest.  
Standard 8.1: All students will use computer applications to gather and organize 
information and to solve problems.  
Standard 8.2: All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of 
technology, engineering, technological design, and the designed, and the designed 
world as they relate to the individual, society, and the environment.  
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS  

We can participate as caring, thoughtful citizens in the world around us. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  

Individuals and groups can bring about change in society through social action. 
 

SUGGESTED ASSESSMENTS 

 Document analysis 

 Multiple Choice/Short Answer Quizzes 
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 Essay Tests 

 Debates/speeches 

 Projects 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 What must individuals do and value in order to bring about a more humane, just, 
and compassionate world and a more democratic society? 

 How do we determine the most effective way to make a difference in our 
neighborhoods, our nations, and the world?  

 What does democracy need in order to survive?  

 How does learning about history educate us about our responsibilities today? 

 What human rights issue will I take action on?  

 What is the best way to take action on this issue?  

 What different steps will I need to do to carry out this action effectively? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students will be able to… 

 identify ways to bring about a more humane, just, and compassionate world and 
a more democratic society. 

 determine the most effective way to make a difference in our neighborhoods, our 
nations, and the world. 

 understand what tools others use to sustain, maintain, and strengthen 
democracy. 

 understand how history educates us about our responsibilities today. 

 identify a human right issue to take action on. 

 determine the best way to take action on this issue effectively. 
 

SUGGESTED LEARNING ACTIVITIES  

 The following will serve as the primary resources for this unit. Included are lesson 
plans and resources.  

o Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-
human-behavior 

o Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-

contents 

 Guest speakers can be brought in to share their stories of taking action for 
positive change. 

o Peace Corps volunteer (see Sue Carney, Ellen DeRosa-Hill for name) 
o Amanda Walker (Wings of Refuge – Haiti) 

 All students will participate in a project through which they address a single, 
significant human rights issue and develop an action plan to address it. 

  

https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
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V. Course Materials 
 
THE PRIMARY RESOURCES FOR THIS CLASS WILL BE THE FOLLOWING: 
 
Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior 
This 23-lesson unit leads middle or high school students through an examination of the 
Holocaust and World War II. Lessons draw on photographs, readings, maps, and videos 
from our resource book Holocaust and Human Behavior. 
372 pages 
 
Holocaust and Human Behavior 
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents 
Holocaust and Human Behavior leads students through an examination of the 
catastrophic period in the twentieth century when Nazi Germany murdered six million 
Jews and millions of other civilians, in the midst of the most destructive war in human 
history. Following Facing History’s unique scope and sequence, the book also takes 
students on a parallel journey through an exploration of the universal themes inherent in 
a study of the Holocaust that raise profound questions about human behavior. By 
focusing on the choices of individuals who experienced this history as victims, 
witnesses, collaborators, rescuers, and perpetrators, students come to recognize our 
shared humanity—which, according to historian Doris Bergen, helps us to see the 
Holocaust not just as part of European or Jewish history but as “an event in human 
history,” confirming the relevance of this history in our lives and our world today. 
750 pages 
PRINTED 
 
OTHER RESOURCES INCLUDE: 
 
An Introductory Curriculum to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Human 
Rights Learning 
https://www.afsc.org/document/human-rights-curriculum  
This curriculum is organized into 10 lessons, divided into two units. Each unit has four 
classes on human rights topics and one about social action.   
46 pages 
PRINTED 
 
Right Here, Right Now: Teaching Citizenship Through Human Rights 
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/book_-_right_here_right_now_0.pdf  
The resource contains comprehensive background information and a series of twelve 
lesson plans with accompanying worksheets and resource sheets. The lessons are 
divided into three sections:  
Lessons 1–7: Exploring human rights – In this section students will explore key human 
rights concepts and values, how these are expressed in the Human Rights Act and the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and learn about upholding human 
rights in our personal lives, and as part of a school, local and global community.  

https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/table-contents
https://www.afsc.org/document/human-rights-curriculum
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/book_-_right_here_right_now_0.pdf
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Lessons 8–11: Human rights issues – In this section students will explore relevant 
domestic issues including homophobia, identities and diversity, participation, and child 
poverty from a human rights perspective.  
Lesson 12: Taking action for human rights – In this section students will plan to take 
action on a human rights issue, using their knowledge and skills for taking responsibility 
and action. Students and teachers may choose to use this as the start of an active 
citizenship project. 
134 pages 
PRINTED 
 
Human Rights and Curriculum for Excellence 
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/booklet-human-rights-and-curriculum-excellence  
8 pages of resources and ideas. 
PRINTED 
 
Becoming a Human Rights Friendly School 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/24000/pol320012012eng.pdf 
This guide aim to support you to implement the Human Rights Friendly Schools project 
in your school. Sections One and Two are particularly important for you to review as 
they provide background and an overview of the entire project. Though we invite you to 
read the guide in its entirety, Sections Three to Four can be referred to as a resource as 
you work to make your school human rights friendly. The guide includes case studies 
from schools which have already begun their journey towards being human rights 
friendly. It also shows you where you can find other supporting resources and tools.  
114 pages 
PRINTED 
 
Human Rights in National Security 
https://natsecedu.amnestyusa.org/for-educators/ 
Human Rights in National Security: An Educator’s Toolkit, produced by Amnesty 
International, contains four modules, each providing lessons and resources on a key 
area of U.S. national security policy post-9/11. 
This toolkit is intended to raise awareness among students ages 16-20 of the 
intersection of human rights and national security. Additionally, it is intended to increase 
participation among high school and college students in activism and advocacy around 
torture, surveillance, anti-Muslim hate, indefinite detention, and other common human 
rights violations associated with post-9/11 U.S. national security policy. 
This toolkit provides educators with lesson plans and resources to address such issues 
as drone strikes, global war, indefinite detention, torture, surveillance and discrimination 
in the classroom, and to empower students to assess the developments through a 
human rights lens. 
109 pages 
PRINTED 
 
Global Classrooms Human Rights Unit 
http://unausa.org/global-classrooms-model-un/for-educators/curriculum/human-rights  

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources/booklet-human-rights-and-curriculum-excellence
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/24000/pol320012012eng.pdf
https://natsecedu.amnestyusa.org/for-educators/
http://unausa.org/global-classrooms-model-un/for-educators/curriculum/human-rights
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The unit gives an introduction to Model UN, discusses the foundations of human rights 
and provides in-depth examinations of human rights issues. Through case studies and 
comprehensive background guides on human rights questions currently before the UN, 
the unit allows teachers to organize a simulation of the Commission on Human Rights in 
the classroom. 
154 pages 
PRINTED 
 
Bringing Human Rights to Life Educator's Guide 
http://www.humanrights.com/educators/educators-guide-downloads.html  
HARD COPY 
 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights Poster Series and Teacher's Guide 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/HRELibrary/sec010192013eng.pdf 
21 pages of lesson plans. 
 
Links to various curricula, lesson plans, and resources 
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources-secondary-schools-and-further-education 
https://www.amnestyusa.org/tools-and-reports/toolkits-guides/ 
http://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/curricula_links 
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/edumat/activities.shtm  
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/edumat/hreduseries/hereandnow/Default.htm 
https://rfkhumanrights.org/work/teaching-human-rights 
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/human-rights-and-human-rights-violations 
https://www.facinghistory.org/topics/justice-human-rights 
https://www.facinghistory.org/  .PDFS OF ALL RELEVANT FHAO UNITS HAVE BEEN 
PRINTED 
 
 
 
  

http://www.humanrights.com/educators/educators-guide-downloads.html
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/HRELibrary/sec010192013eng.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/resources-secondary-schools-and-further-education
https://www.amnestyusa.org/tools-and-reports/toolkits-guides/
http://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/curricula_links
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/edumat/activities.shtm
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/edumat/hreduseries/hereandnow/Default.htm
https://rfkhumanrights.org/work/teaching-human-rights
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/human-rights-and-human-rights-violations
https://www.facinghistory.org/topics/justice-human-rights
https://www.facinghistory.org/


  

 

River Dell Regional School District 
Global Citizenship and Human Rights Curriculum 27 
Approved October 2018 
 

VI. Curriculum Differentiation  
Examples of Modifications and Differentiation 
Sample Differentiation Strategies and Techniques that apply to Social Studies 

   
Sample Resources: 

 CanDo Descriptors - https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/ 

 Colorin Colorado - http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/ 

 WIDA - https://www.wida.us/ 
 
For English Language Learners 
 
Please refer to the following link-
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf 
as mentioned on the NJDOE website.   

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
https://www.wida.us/

